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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

May 6, 2004 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

SIRS: 



In accordance with the Duty of Disclosure, Applicant(s) submit(s) herewith a copy 

of a Foreign Search Report in a counterpart application and copies of the 
reference(s) indicated therein. 

In the event that the Foreign Search Report is in a foreign language, a translation 

thereof is herewith submitted. 

X Attached hereto is a FORM PTO 1449 listing the references. 

X Attached hereto is a copy of a reference cited in the specification of the application 

as filed. The specification itself recites the relevance of these documents, and 
pursuant to M.P.E.P. Section 609 A (3) this represents an acceptable Statement 
of Relevancy. The reference(s) appear(s) at the following page(s) and line(s) of 
the specification: page 1 lines 22-23, page 2 lines 12-13. 

Applicant petitions for consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement since 

it is being submitted after receipt of an office action. It is respectfully requested that 
the required fee be charged to the account of the undersigned: 19-4675. 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAY 0 6 2004 

OFFICIAL 
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x Attached hereto are copies of references cited which may be pertinent to this 
application. Since the references are in the English language, no statement of 
relevancy Is submitted (for reference US 6,253,548 B1). 

Attached hereto is a copy of the Office Action issued in the corresponding German 

and European applications, together with a translation thereof and copies of the 
references cited therein. A list of the cited references is also attached. 

Attached hereto copies of references cited which may be pertinent to this 

application. A Certified English translation of the reference is also attached. 

Attached hereto is a Statement of Relevancy and copies of references cited therein. 



.Relevancy is indicated in an English language abstract and an English equivalent 
attached hereto. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Appllcant(s) 
Reg. No. 27233 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 

(Use several sheeti if necessary) 



Docket Namber (OpttouaO 


1 Application Naraber 




1720 


I 09/513,562 




DAMSON, D„ ETAL 


FQ)ng Data 

08/15/2001 


| Croup Art Unit 





VS. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



INITIAL 


ROT 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FXUNC DATE 
IFaPPrOPEUATE 






6,253,548 Bl 


07/03/2001 


APETAL 









































































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 





KEF 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TreiulaHan 


YES 


no 





























































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, TUIb, Data, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 



SONDERBEILAGE "SYSTEM PARTNERS 98", S. 4 ZUR MTZ 7/2 1998. 



ttifflttfltf AWttW KX>. WIT " V^RBRAtlCtf S-EMGtSSlbN^ UND HEJUYZKOMFOkT<!)PRlMIERUN G— M , BERLIN 
1998,CHAPT£R M20, PP 57-72 



EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation Is in conformance wttfa MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation 11" not In conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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